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As you know, selling a home can be an exhaustive process. Being faced
with a failed septic system can add to an already stressful situation. Below

is basic information on what homeowners and real estate professionals
can expect during a Title 5 inspection:

The Septic System

A septic system is traditionally composed of a septic tank and a
wastewater disposal system buried in the ground. It may have filters,
pumps, distribution boxes and other components depending on the
location and system demands. The sewage generally flows by gravity:
first into the septic tank where larger particles settle out and primary
treatment takes place, and then into the wastewater disposal system
or drain field where it is further remediated and slowly absorbed into
the soil.
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During aTitle 5 inspection, these components will be inspected for
potential problems or damage. The inspector will also take note of the
age and condition of materials of the system components, as well as
any maintenance records of the system (e.g. pumping and cleaning).

Depending on the age of the system, a home’s septic system
dimensions and exact locations will be found on the property plan
when available.



Potential System Problems

The cause of problems with septic systems can be quite difficult to
analyze but symptoms can be easily spotted. Here are some signs that
there may be a problem with your septic system:

e Slow draining toilets or fixtures
e Sewage backing up into the septic tank or house
® Damp or soggy soil conditions above the system area

® Sewage breakout on to the lawn

Replacing or Repairing a Septic System

A system may need to be replaced if it fails a Title 5 inspection, and
there are many options depending on the site’s needs. The Eljen
Mantis, YardFilter and GSF product lines outperform other wastewater
technologies while providing one of the smallest installed foot-prints
in Massachusetts. Eljen’s proprietary two-stage filtration process
provides passive treatment performance that cannot be found

in mechanical treatment plants or plastic chamber technology.
Performance is high—footprint is small—maintenance is minimal.

When you are in need of a replacement system, choose the technology
that maximizes performance in an affordable, easy to use package.
The Eljen Mantis, YardFilter and GSF product lines are three examples
of high-performance options that offer design flexibility to meet a
site’s needs.

For more information, go to www.eljen.com
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ABOUT THE ELJEN CORPORATION

Established in 1970, Eljen Corporation created
the world’s first prefabricated drainage system for

foundation drainage and erosion control applications.

In the mid-1980s, we introduced our Geotextile Sand
Filter (GSF) products for the passive advanced treatment
of onsite wastewater in both residential and commercial
applications. Today, Eljen is a global leader in providing

innovative products and solutions for protecting our

environment and public health.
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