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Gravelless chambers were installed
and an aggregate backfill was
placed. Topsoil was then placed.

Another house off the water had
two separate systems serving differ-
ent portions of the flow. Both had
undersized tanks. When the tanks
were pumped for the first time in
anyone’s memory (at least 40
years), both experienced run-back.
Neither was in violation.

The occupant, an elderly woman,
wanted a consolidated replacement
system. After getting prices to do
the installation, she chose not to
install the system. Instead, she
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The management program iden-
tifies systems that must be replaced,
but Hicks observes, “There is not
always a regulatory solution to the
problem. Abandoning the property
is not an option, so other solutions
must be found.”

These sites present opportuni-
ties for Hicks, the designer, technol-
ogy manufacturers and the installer
communities to bring new and
innovative technologies to the county.
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onsolidated data
interpretation,
a growth opportu-
od fit for WPA's
A centralized informa-
tory will be an asset to
‘and county government,
estate community, the serv-
tor of the onsite industry,
e public, he believes.

the 1993 Watershed Law amend-
its required the WPA to estab-
| an inspection protocol for
ting systems. Hicks and Howell
have completed an onsite inspector-
training program and have become
certified inspectors. This training and
the certification program were
developed by the State University of
New York at Delhi (SUNY Delhi).
“Over the years WPA's inspection

Replacement systems often
require innovative design
components. This replacement
system, serving fwo cottages
totaling four bedrooms,
consists of a 1,500-gallon
dual-compartment septic tank,
a 500-gallon pump tank,
and a shallow absorption
bed system using a
prefabricated gravelless
system, manufactured
by Eljen Corp.

with a new program that manages

stocol has been refined to include
e lessons we've learned,” Hicks says.

nded roles

Hicks and the county govern-
ment have augmented the tradi-
tional permit-related regulator role

existing systems, and they have cre-
ated an expanded menu of optional
services to the public. An inspec-
tion service for homebuyers and
lenders has found problem sys-
tems, which are then repaired. One
outcome is the confidence buyers
have in the onsite system they will
depend on.

Hicks pursued the job because
“1 felt it offered variety and oppor-
tunities for growth.” As the WPA's
service menu grows, so does Hicks’
involvement with the public and
with the onsite industry. The WPA
has blended into the community
and the onsite industry, and Hicks
believes both are better for it.

There will always be an explicit
regulatory role for the agency and,
if Hicks’ vision comes to fruition,
there will be an equally well-
defined entrepreneurial role for the
agency as a part of the industry. B

MORE INFO:

o Elijen Corporation
800/444-1359
www.elien.com

@ SludgeHammer
800/426-3349
www.sludgehammer.net




